Central Okanagan Cluster Newsletter
Mulk /  م لك/Dominon, 172 B.E.

Feb 7th-Feb 25th, 2016

Special Issue on Service

“It behoveth the
people of Baha,
throughout these
days, to provide
good cheer for
themselves, their
kindred and, beyond
them, the poor and
needy, and with joy
and exultation to
hail and glorify their
Lord, to sing His
praise and magnify
His Name.”

Feast of Mulk/Dominon:
Glenmore –

February 7th @ 7 pm
Lindea’s - 232 Crossridge Cres.
Ph. 250-762-4645 Cell 250-869-6346

Downtown –February 6th @ 7:30 pm
Abournournejad’s @250-860-9509
633 Royal View Drive

Rutland – Please join any other sector feast
Mission – Snedden’s @ 6:30 pm
@205-861-3230
1130 Windermere Crt

Ayyám-i-Há Celebration
Feb 27th –2-5 pm
Rutland Centennial Hall, Rutland Rd
Feb 29th -Feast of Ala’/Loftiness

LINKS:
Sign up to Host or help with any of the upcoming events. http://www.bahai-kelowna.org/holy-dayvolunteers.html or contact your or check out our community webpage for events and details @
http://www.bahai-kelowna.org

Badi Calendar : http://www.jeffreyrbrown.info/NewHolyDays/NewCalendar.html

Central Okanagan Devotional Calendar
Mulk/  م لك/ Dominion, 172 B.E. Feb 7th-25th, 2016
Glory
Jalál
Sat Feb 6
In the Bahá'í
calendar, Friday
is the day of
rest. The week,
is still seven
days though,
technically, it
begins on
Saturday and
ends on Friday.

Beauty
Jamál
1
Sun Feb 7
(Sunset 5:02pm)

Perfection
Kamál
2
Mon Feb 8

Grace
Fiḍál
3
Tue Feb 9

Justice
‘Idál
4
Wed Feb 10

people from the birds of that
garden, that they may warble,
rejoice and be happy, implore
and supplicate the Lord.”

8
Sun Feb 14

(WK) Prayers @
8am Joan Bauer’s
@ 778-755-0562

Independence

Istiqlál
6
Fri Feb 12

(WK) Lakeview
(D) Kelowna
Lodge 11-30am (R) JY Devotional
General Hospital Contact Felour
7:30 pm Carmel’s
“O Thou who art self-sufficient! 11-12 pm
@ 778-363-3760
@250-768-2048
Let a beautiful song reach this
(R) Aghdasi 7pm
@ 778-478-9849
(D) Powell’s
7:30 pm
@250-860-7158

FEAST
7
Sat Feb 13

Majesty
Istijlál
5
Thur Feb 11

9
Mon Feb 15

10
Tue Feb 16

New Bahai Prayer book for ipads and
mobile phones https://BahaiPrayers.net

11
Wed Feb 17

12
Thur Feb 18

13
Fri Feb 19

(WK) Lakeview
(D) Kelowna
Lodge 11-30am (R) JY Devotional
General Hospital Contact Felour
7:30 pm Carmel’s
11-12 pm
@ 250-768-2048 @ 778-363-3760

(G) Goodarz &
Azar’s - 10 a.m.
@250-762-5354

(R) Aghdasi 7pm
@ 778-478-9849

(WFN) @ 7pm
Ata/Shahnaz
250-769-1440

14
Sat Feb 20

15
Sun Feb 21

16
Mon Feb22

17
Tue Feb 23

(WK) Prayers @ (G) Vigour’s 9am
8am Joan Bauer’s @250-860-4378
@ 778-755-0562
Prayers @ 2 pm
(WFN) @ 7pm
N&F Ashraf call
Ata/Shahnaz
250-862-9595
250-769-1440

Sat Feb 27

Sun Feb 28

Ayyam-i-Ha
2-5 pm

(LK) Z&M Behin
Oyama @ 7pm.
Ph.250-307-9060

18
Wed Feb 24
(D) Kelowna
General Hosp
11-12 pm

19
Thur Feb 25

Fri Feb 26

(WK) Lakeview
Lodge 11-30am
Contact Felour
@ 250-768-2048
(R) Aghdasi 7pm
@ 778-478-9849

Mon Feb 29

FEAST

1
Tue March 1

Fasting, said ‘Abdu’l-Bahá “is the cause of
awakening
man. The heart becomes tender
FAST
and the spirituality of man increases. This is
Sunrise 6:37am produced by the fact that man’s thoughts will
be confined to the commemoration of God,
Suns and through this awakening and stimulation
surely ideal advancements follow”.
et 5:43pm

As things can change Please contact Hosts to confirm devotional info
WK–West Kelowna; WFN-Westbank 1st Nations; G-Glenmore; D-Downtown; R-Rutland; M-Mission; L-Lake Country
(R) - JY/Parents Devotional –Carmel@778-363-3760/ (WK) - CC Family Devotional- Caroline@250-768-0930

Core activities which have been identified by the House of Justice are:

*Co-Ordinator:
Jr Youth : Camel Mehrabkhani, ph. ph 778-930-1844 Cmehrabkhani@gmail.com
Study Circles -Colleen Bryant, ph. 778-930-1844, colleen.s.bryant@gmail.com
Children’s Classes : Caroline Mackay, ph 250-768-0930 theharplady@shaw.ca
Area Teaching Committee: Weihang Chen, Cindy Snedden and Dawn Powell @ c.ok.cgc@gmail.com

BAHA'I COMMUNITY LIFE IS DEVELOPING WORLDWIDE AND CONSISTS OF
A NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES THAT ARE AIMED TOWARDS FOSTERING AND
NURTURING A HEALTHY SPIRITUAL, INDIVIDUAL AND COMMUNITY LIFE.
THESE CORE ACTIVITIES ARE OPEN TO PEOPLES OF ALL FAITHS AND
BACKGROUNDS, AND ARE SEEN AS A SERVICE TO THE GREATER
COMMUNITY.

2016 Unit Convention Results:
Our delegate(s) for Unit #93: Cindy Snedden & Paymaan Behrouzi
Our delegate(s) for Unit #94: Lorna Treski (McDonald)
This year’s National Convention will be in Calgary April 22-25.
It is an open convention. To register follow the below link**National Convention Website now available: http://nc-cn.bahai.ca/.

Cluster Reflection Meeting
38 individuals attended this cycle’s reflection meeting. The evening started with a rousing game
facilitated by the youth this was followed by a look at the progress made during this last cycle.
We then broke into four groups, and started to look ahead at goals for the next cycle.

SYDNEY, Australia, 18 November 2004
Conferences stress service to others
(BWNS) -- You're never too old to serve others. To
prove it, Bruce Saunders told the story of a group of
people in their 60s and 70s who wanted to help in their
community.
"They decided to volunteer to do gardening for disabled
people who can't look after their own gardens," said Mr.
Saunders, speaking at a conference here entitled "Portals
to Growth -- Creating Capacity for Service."
"It was proof to them that at any age they could feel
confident and do something great for their community,"
he said.
That story and others were told at the 1-4 October event
Examining the program at the Portals
in Sydney that attracted 1,200 participants. It was
to Growth conference in Sydney... Sue
mirrored by a sister conference, attended by some 700
people, on the same subject held 7-10 October, across the Edwards (left) and Peter Manins.
continent in Perth.
The participants focused on the energy that is being unleashed through "study circles" and other
core activities of Baha'i communities worldwide.
"Graduates (of study circles) become wonderful volunteers because they have a deep, personal
commitment to serving others," said Mr. Saunders, who is one of many tutors throughout
Australia who volunteer to assist study circle participants in their self-directed training and
learning.
"They also develop the ability to look at a situation and realize what they can contribute, and
have a positive impact, even if they know they're dealing with a problem that's too big for them
to solve alone," he said.

Explaining the theme of the conference, a
spokesperson for the Australian Baha'i
community, Yvonne Perkins, said that Baha'is
worldwide have been developing activities
aimed at fostering spiritual development as well
as building the capacity of individuals and local
communities to serve others.
"There are three core activities which Baha'is
offer to the wider community -- study circles,
children's classes, and devotional meetings,"
Ms. Perkins said.
People of all ages and from a variety of
backgrounds attended the conferences.
"An increasing number of people are participating in these activities. They come from a wide
range of religious and cultural backgrounds.
"More than 380 study circles are currently being conducted in Australia, about 700 devotional
meetings are held regularly each month, children's classes are offered in more than 100 localities,
and Baha'i classes are being held in 320 government schools," she said.
With the guidance of a keynote speaker at both conferences, Dr. Farzam Arbab, participants
reflected on the development of study circles.
Members of study circles undertake voluntary community service, thereby learning to integrate
personal spiritual development with serving others.
Dr. Arbab, a member of the Universal House of Justice, said study circles build not only a sense
of optimism about the future, but also empower individuals to act for positive change.
The emphasis on a grassroots approach allows a great range of individual approaches and
initiatives to be developed, and those that prove particularly effective can be broadened and
made more widely available, Dr. Arbab said.
"The spiritual needs of human beings are identical, whether we are rich or poor, educated or
uneducated, literate or illiterate," he said.

"In the study circles, the service component is
identical no matter where you are living, or your
educational background. It begins with simple
tasks, such as visiting a friend or praying
together, and builds up to complex acts of
service as people become more confident."
As well as exploring ways to expand and
enhance the study circle process, the conference
participants also looked at how to steadily
improve Baha'i educational classes offered to
children.
They also looked at various ways to enhance
Baha'i devotional meetings, where prayers and
Keynote speaker Dr. Farzam Arbab.
readings from all the major religions are
combined with music and personal reflection, with the aim of building a closer relationship with
God, and a deeper commitment to serving others.
A popular aspect of the conferences was the
emphasis placed on use of the creative arts, with
individuals being encouraged to convey their
understanding through song, dance, puppet
shows, story telling, and live performance.
Among the professional artists who entertained
were singer and songwriter Grant Hindin Miller,
actors Philip Hinton and Keith Sabri, and the
Mana musical group.

Anna McDonald (left) and Luke McPharlin
in a musical performance at the conference in
Perth.

In line with the culture of individual participation permeating the Baha'i community worldwide,
participants had the opportunity to join in one or more of the 123 workshops on offer.

Dimity Podger, a conference organizer,
said she was astonished by the breadth
and diversity of presentations on various
service projects and the experiences of
Baha'i teachers working with study
circles and children's classes.

Youth during a workshop in Sydney.
"At a time when many people feel frightened about the future, and incapable of influencing
positive change, Baha'is are clearly thinking hard about how you can create a dynamic, vibrant
community at the grassroots," Ms. Podger said.
Betsy Ayankoya, a Baha'i from North Carolina in the United States, attended both the Sydney
and Perth conferences with three friends from the US.
"We're delighted, really, with what we've learned here -- it will really help us to implement what
we're doing at home much better," Mrs. Ayankoya said.
The conferences had parallel sessions to meet the needs of all age groups, including children,
junior youth, youth, and adults.
Reporting by Corinne Podger.

1926-January 30th - Martha Root invited for a visit by Queen Marie of Romania in Bucharest
1899-January 31st - Arrival of The Bab's remains in the Holy Land
1849-February 2nd - Mulla Husayn is shot in Fort Tabarsi
1977-February 4th-6th - International Teaching Conference in Mexico

*please send newsletter submissions to dawnpowell@ogopogo.com

